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SMALLPOX

IDENTIFICATION

CLINICAL DESCRIPTION: Smallpox, aseriouscontagiousdisease, caused by thevariola
virusischaracterized by both anenanthemwithles onsinthemouthand posterior pharynx and
an exanthem (rash). Therash occurs1to 3 daysaftertheonsetof illnesswithafever 101 °
F, malai se, headache, backacheand sometimesvomiting. Thehallmark of classicsmallpoxisa
generaizedves culopustul ar rashwithlesi onsfound moredensely onthefaceand extremities.
Alllesionsareat asimilar stageof development. Therash progressesfrommacul estopapules,
tovesicles, to pustulesand thento scabs. Thecycletakes2to 3 weeks.

REPORTING CRITERIA: IMMEDIATE reporting by telephone to the K entucky

Department for PublicHealth, onasuspected casebased onclinical presentation.

LABORATORY CRITERIA FORCONFIRMATION*: (to beconducted in Level C or
D laboratoriesonly)
¢ Isolationof smallpox (variola) virusfromaclinica specimen(Level D laboratory
only), OR
e Polymerasechainreaction(PCR)identificationof variolaDNA inaclinical specimen, OR
o Negativestainelectronmicroscopy (EM)identificationof variolavirusinaclinical
specimen (Level D laboratory or approved Level Claboratory).

*Leve DlaboratoriesincludetheCDCandUSAMRIID. Initial confirmationof asmallpox
outbreak requirestestinginalL evel D [aboratory. Level Claboratorieswill assistwithtesting
of clinical specimens fdlowinginitia confirmationof anoutbreak by CDC.

ACTIONSREQUIRED/PREVENTION MEASURES

KENTUCKY DISEASESURVEILLANCEREQUIRESURGENT NOTIFICATION:
REPORT TOTHESTATEHEALTHDEPARTMENT IMMEDIATEL'Y uponrecognition
of acase or suspected case by telephone. If after hourscall theemergency number of the
Divisonof Epidemiology andHedthPlanning: 1-888-973-7678.

EPIDEMIOLOGY REPORTSREQUESTED:
Kentucky ReportableDiseaseForm —EPID 200 (Jan/03)
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[1I.  CONTACTSFORCONSULTATION

A. KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH,SURVEILLANCEAND
HEALTHDATA BRANCH: 502-564-3418.

B. KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH, COMMUNICABLEDISEASE
BRANCH: 502-564-3261.
IV. RELATEDREFERENCES
1. Chin,James, ed. Smallpox. In: Control of CommunicableDiseasesManual. 17" ed.
Washington, DC: AmericanPublicHealth Association,

2000: 455-457.

2. CDCwebsite: www.cdc.gov/smallpox
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